CHAPTER V BISMARCK'S EMPIRE AND THE   1918 REVOLUTION
(i) Bismarck's solution of the German problem amounted to a revolution from above. It imposed upon the traditional forces as well as the Liberal middle classes a regime which was made tolerable to them inasmuch as if, allowed the former group to continue to dominate the slate machinery', and the latter to satisfy their economic needs.
(3)  In order to strengthen and coordinate the traditionalist forces whose roots were in the German states, a comparatively high degree of autonomy was granted to the latter, especially to those which enjoyed special fjrivilegcs under the Bismarck Constitution.    The actual exercise of that autonomy remained, of course, under Prussian hegemony and control.    To this was added the integrating effect of centralisation enforced by increased economic progress, (5) The survival of the German states after 1866 and 1871 caused the maintenance of some splits amongst the democratic groups, but this hardly amounted to more than a secondary differentiation within the all-national parties. Except in Bavaria the federal structure of Bismarck's Empire hardly influenced the course of events in November, 1918.
(4)   The very unequal economic and social development of the States helped to preserve them during the 1918-19 revolution, especially as they were the scats of an unhappy alliance between the new rulers and the old bureaucracy.
(a] POLITICAL FOUNDATIONS OF BISMARCK'S EMPIRE
The German bourgeoisie having failed at Frankfurt to bring about the democratic solution of the German problem,  and Austria's subsequent internal development having turned her into a distinctly multi-national state, no other possible solution of the German question remained than the Little German one, under Prussian leadership, towards which the majority at Frankfurt had already inclined.   Any able director of Prussian policy, with the outstanding instrument of the Prussian army at his disposal, could have won those initial successes that would have rallied round him and Prussia the overwhelming weight of German, public opinion certain to support anyone who proved able to satisfy Germany's desire for political unity.   There seemed to be some possibility that in the political contests of the early sixties the Prussian Liberals would have won control of their State, or that Bismarck would use his temporary dictatorship for a gradual transfer of political power to the bourgeoisie, transforming such part of Prussian Junkerdom as could manage to survive under modern conditions into a kind of " ornamental coping-stone of the bourgeoisie " after the English pattern.   The latter, thought
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